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2 firong Conſolation for the Heirs 
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brig Cog, willing, more abundanciy to ſhew 1 
. the Heirs ef Promiſe the.. Immutability of. his © 
Caunſel. confirmed. it by an Ott 43 ibat by: Iva 

* immutable 7 bings,"in which it was impelſ bia for. 

Cod to lie, ue might have ſtrong Conſolavron 
- who bave fled for Refuge to lay bold on the 3 

el before us: W hichHoge we have;es unf 


of the Soul, bath. ſure and edfaſt, and which. ein 
beralb Vigo Thos within tbe * Wh. 1 of 01 waits 

. ; wn 0 Ann 1 J LN agen 
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7 — their 
chat they he not moved away "from the 
Hope of the Goſpel, but perſevering in 
2 Obedience to Chriſi, amidſt the 
* Suffering 8 bel were to try them. —In this View, he. 

8 * * * of Chriſt, ou | 


- 
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The Text opened. 


ceeding great and precious Promiſes ; improving theis 
Hope and animating«tiici Fortitude withthe Examples \ 
| 7 the Faithful, in formet Ages, who had gone befor 
them, in the aſſured Hope of God's Mercy. And, 
truly, nothing can be more animating than the illuſtri- 
ous Examples of thoſe holy Men of God, who lived by 
' Faith; who dyed in Hope, and are now inheriting the 
, Promiſes ; u leſs it be That of Him, who, for the Joy 
5 that was ſet before him, endured the Croſs and deſpiſed 
ES 8 Shame, and is now ſet down at the right Hand of 


. | 8 8 a 1 "a uM MY. Me 1 Ned | gs | 1 

| t Exhortation, ver. 12. is—be not flothful; bit 
Followers of them, who through Faith and Patience inherit 
FT 5302 YU oa of AE bed $'4- 


the Promiſes, 


r 


Ix ver. 13. Abraham the Father of the Faithful is 
troduced, as an Example of Confidence in the divine 
Promiſes, and - as finally obtaining the promiſed Good. 
Fer uubben Cod made Hr omiſe to Abraham, ſaying, ſurely, bleſſing 
Jill bleſs thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee ; or, a 
it is otherwiſe expreſſed, that he would be a God to 
bim, and that in his Seed all the Nations of the Earth 
: | ſhould be ble ſſed, for the Confirmation of this compre- 
henſive Promiſe, on which all his Happineſs depended, 
and in which the Hope of God's People is ſuminaril 
- repreſented, becauſe He could ſwear by no greater, He 
_ fware by f & And, in Confidence of the divine 
-  Veracity,' the Patriarch,' after be had patiently endured, 
 eblamed.the Promiſe, in the Poſſeſſion of à glorious Im- 
, tot pgs RIEL 
65% 19905 vado of addi diu bas 324 1. FIRP , 
 VzrsE 16. the Apoſtle conſiders the Nature, and. 
Validity of an Oath, as it is uſed. among Men. Fur. 
Men verily, ſwear by the greater: And an Oath for Con- 
firmationg'is in them an Ed of all Sir.... 
bu nas r ieee. — Tarn! 8 
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1 
The Text paraphraſed. 


Tunis the Apoftle, in our Text, applies to the Oath © 
of God, thence inferring ſtrong Conſolation, for all the _ 
Heirs of Promiſe, who have fled for Refuge to lay hold 
on the Hope ſet before them, ver. 17. Wherein, 
*© on which Account the bleſſed Ged, in humble Conde- 
c {cenſion to our Infirmities, being willing in the "ms, 
e abundant Manner to _ unto the Heirs of the 
„ Promiſe the Immutability of 2s Counſel, and his deter- 
< minate Reſolution of beſtowing on them the Bleſſings 
A He engaged, interpoſed with the Solemnity of anOath ; 
1 that by Two immutable Things, in each of which it is 
. & impoſſible for God to lie, even his Word and his Oath, 
ue might have a ſtrong Conſolation, even we, who, in 
zee humble Obedience to the gracious Deſigns of his 
& Goſpe), have fled for Refuge to lay hold an the Hope 
«< laid before us, the noble Prize, which the Goſpel pro- 
* poſes as the great Object of our Ambition and Pur- 
_*<ſait. 1 ſpeak of eternal Life, the Hope of which, thro* 
« the divine Goodneſs, we have, and, I truſt, we ſhall 
4 reſolutely retain it, as an 2 the Soul, both ſure 
4 and ſiedfaſt, and as entering into the Place within the 
« Vail, the Holy of Holies, where God dwells, and 
de where.we hope to dwell for ever with Him. Thi 
« Anchor will indeed be ſufficient to enable us to out- 
« ride all the Storms of Temptation, being fixed in 
« that glorious,” though inviſible World, whither Jeſus, 
4 the Forerunner is entered for us, to take Poſſeſſion of 
Glory in our Name, and prepare all Things neceſſary _ 
4c for our Admittance into it... es Ta, 


Tn Apoſtle here evidently ſuppoſes the Covenant 
made to Abraham to be the Covenant of Grace, and 
Believers of every Age as equally intereſted in it's ſav- 
ing Promiſes z and as having equal Conſolation in the 
| Oath of God, on which this Hope is grounded, and 

| Abraham's Faith and Hope as the ſame Faith and Hope 
"3 eſſentially with thoſe of Chriſtians, reſpecting the ſame 
Promiſe of Liſe everlaſting,-The Bleſſing of Abraham is 
1 5 "Ig tA : NE, ü come” 
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9 7 * 4 en nete Words we — del, JM 
3 3 the Nature nf the Hope here ſpoken ow | > 6] 
{this f pe is ſet before: ut— What it js to \ fly 47 
te lay 175 on this Habe The, happy State of ſug — 19 
have done fv, they have flrang ck Maar this "$— 
Mit! IS. A Anchor to the Soul, bath Mitel and feedfa aſh. . | | 


I. kr may be enqatted, Inet is "that Hope, oth 
"Is fer belare ugg a9 tg which Believers Wale ficd far 


Refoge. ,. 7 [473% a . 1 N. * * IF | 


Now Fepe i is fraud led th t6hione! a Temper of 
ma act; and it is a Grace of the Spirit, by whicb,'reſt- 
ingen "this divine Promife, B: levers: 1 y exp | 


Aid l60k. for pts, 45 the Gift throug 
Jeſas Criſt, » ee e | 
FF Hort fregirnes end, ye Figute for the On of ' 


Hope, or tue hing hoped for. lt ſeems to be ne- 
Fe to underſtand it here of the Obfect of Hope, - 
Ace there is no Ptoptiety in Y oooh ot a Man's 5 | 
ing to lay hold on the Grace of Hope. f 


5 "Sous; by this Hope, ahferitand Jeſus Cuitt the 
my Hope of Sinners, the Confolation of Hae) By 
this Tikes he is' held forth, Col. 1. 27. Vieh 
Cbriſt in you, the "Foz of Glery. 1 Fim. 1. lt 
Lord Felus Chriſt, which, is our Hope, As a glorious 
Objeck of Frust, our whole Hope and Dependance is 
oh. Chriſt, for the Enjoytnent of every New Covenatit 
Bleſſing. He is the Ho {ob of Iſrael, and the Confidence 
of alt ue Chriſtians By him our Faith and Hope b 5 
in God. He is the ſcbmperbeglüre Odfect of Hope 3 5 
whether we look for the Forgivneſs Sins, we have . 


this Redemption Wr trough lit Blood; e 
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re Hope of Sinners deſcribeld. . 
= Hope for Peace with Heaven, and the \ perpetual Love 
of God, we have this Peace through Him, who made 
Peace by the Blood of bis co ; whether we ſpeak of 
the Renovation ot our Minds, we ſeek it, through, the 
' efe ual Operations of his Spirit; or do we, with Joy, 
wait for. the Redemption of the Body, and Life 52 3 
laſting ? This Life is in the Son of God. Whatever we 
= nred, whatever we receive, we go to Chriſt for, in whom | | 
"it hath pleaſed the Father all Fulneſi fbould dwell. Teo be 


without Chrift, is to have no Hope in the World —Nei- © 
ther is there Salvation in any ather, far there is none other 
Name given under Heaven, among Men, whereby wwe muſt . 
be ſaued. Neither the Law of Nature, nor the Reaſan 
V Things in themſelves, nor yet all the boaſt ed TImprove- 
| ments of Reaſon and Philoſophy, give us the Foundation 
_ of a fable Hope towards God: They ſhow us no ſure 
- Ground on which to ſet dul Foot; at beſt, they leave 
us in Sufpence and Uncerainty, às to the ee Hap- 
| pinefs of our Souls, and all the Means of attaining it. 
, Obriſt is all and in all. For other Foundation can no Man © 
| lay, than that which it laid, which is Chrift Jes, 7 


Tuts Hupe may mean, in general, the Promiſe and 
Covenant of God. — The Covenant of Grace was in- 
deed the Hope of the Faithful, ever ſince the Fall. It | 

bath been the Promiſe of God, inſuring eternal Life ta TE 
| all the faithful Servants of God, which adminiſtered ta 
them Confolation. This was the Hope of Abrahams, © 
to this he repaired for Reſt and Conſolation, amid the 
PFatigues of his Pilgrimage. In this Life he received 
7 nothing, but in Hope; he poſſeſſed nothing, but in the 
Pranuſe of a Covenant-keeping faithful God. So the 

Hope of all Believers reſts on the Promiſes of Gd. 
no Promiſe is the Reaſon and Warrant of all our” © © 
TOPEs 
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* . 
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forgotten, pf wi” 2 7 


PF, 


forgotten, embracing the Promiſes as ans Happineſs, 
we may juſtly be ſaid to lay hold on the Hope let be- 


21. 13. And the Hope laid up in Heaven for us, Col. 1. 5. 
A Redemption from Death; and the Power of the 
| "Grave, was, indeed, the grand Bleſſing of the Abraha- 


tion: We have no Anchor to 


= 


fore us. Or 165100 

725 By the Hope ſet before us may be underſtood, in 4 

more particular View, that mmortality, which hath 

5 been the ultimate Object of the Hope and Deſire of the 
Faithful, in every Age. Hope may ſtand for the Feli- 


kit hoped for. —Apreably, we find that eternal Life is 


called % Hope of Righteouſneſs, Gal, 5. 5. And the 
Hope of Iſrael, Acts 28. 20. And that bleſſed Hope, Tit. 


- 


mic Covenant, This, 6ur Saviour hath left us no Rea- 
fon to doubt, was the real Senſe of that Character, 


Which God takes on himſelf, 1 am the God of Abraham, 


and the God of Iſaat. and the God of Jacob; Ged is not 
the Gad of the Dead, | 4 

final comprehenſive Grace that Abraham and the Patris 
archs looked for, and rejoyced in; it is the Point, in 


which, all the exceeding great and precious Promiſes 
of the Covenant do center ; and all the Manifeſtations 


of the Grace of God are but the Means of Immortali- 


| ty. the Preparations for the Inheritance of * the Saints in 
Light. —T his is the Promiſe which he hath promiſed us, 


even eternal Life, —He that believeth on the Son hath 


' everlaſting . Life, —The Penalty of the firſt Covenant 
| — 220 all the Grace and Promiſes of the bet- 


ter Covenant are the deſigned Means of conveying Im- 
morta'ity to dying Sinners. When, by a patient Con- 


tinuance in well doing, we ſhall obtain eternal Life, 
then we ſhall find all our Hopes accompliſhed. 80 
that eternal Life, may well be tiled THE Horx ſet be- 


fore us; take away this, and you deprive the Chriſtian | 
of Hope —take away. this, as the ultimate Wiſh of 


our Hearts, and you deprive us of our richeſt Conſola- 
Harte Storms 


I 


Fe. 


but of the Living, This was the 


particularly, n 


rung to ſave, clothed with compleat Salvation, and t 

ſtotuing eternal Life on all that 8 Is the Pro- 
miſe our Hope, it is only in and through Chrift, that 

all the Promiſes are Yea and Amen to the Glory of 


x 


* 


Hope ſet before all. if 


5 * is y _ ia? . F 19 5 f : | 2 n 4 i | 9 I. 
Storms of Affliction and Temptation z—no adequate 


Motives to enable us to be patient and peiſevering in 
the P aths of Holineſs, N In 4 Word, : Zn 


. * * 
a . 


As Immortality was the Promiſe to Abraham, and the 
Better Hope brought in by Jeſus Chriſt, who hath a- 
8 Death and brought Life and Immortality to 


- * 


ght by the Goſpel, ſo it is ty evident, that This 


is the Hope of which the Apoſtle (peaks in the Text, 
which enters into the holy Plach within the Vail, i. e. intò 
the heayenly World, typified by the moſt holy Place : 
T bis is the precious Hope, ſet before us in the Goſpel, 
the ſole Refuge and Conlolation' of Sinners, under the 
affecting Views of Death and the Grave; if, in this. 


Life en, we have Hope in Chriſt, we are of all Men 


- 


moſt miſerable. £# as 


6 LL 12 1. 4 a 


** T 


Bur whether 


ſame Thing.—ls Chriſt out Hope, it is the Redeemer, 


God. Or, is Life the Hope intended, this Life is in 
the den; in ſhort, to come to Chrift is to lay hold on 
the Promiſe, and appropriate to our ſelves eternal 


| by the Hope in the Fext, we under- 5 | 
ſtand Jeſus Chriſt or the Promiſes of the Covenant, or. 
Life, it really amounts to the 


Life.— To lay hold on eternal Life, is to feed on Chriſt," | 


who hath given his Fleſh for the Life of the World. 


Do we hope for Heaven, our Hope receives it's War- 


rant from the Promiſe, and ſuppoſes the Power and 


Grace of the Lord, Jeſus Chriſt to ſave all who come ta 
God by him, and to raiſe them up at the laſt Day. But, 
Ow" \ 1 e i a. 4.58 £7 1 11 721 


U. How is this Hope ſet b:fire us ? As the Apoſtle” 


intimates it is, when he ſpeaks of thoſe, who had fe 


5 fer Refuge to lay bold on the Hope ſet befor tbem. Se 
h luppols 
Reg 


* 


\ 


12 Hope ſet before all. 


ſuppoſe there is, in the Words, an Alluſion to the &rrcian 
Games, in which, ſome Prize was held up, and ſet be- 
fore the Racers to animate and encourage them in their 

Race. To theſe Prizes the Apoſtle Paul hath fre- 
| quent Alluſion in his Epiſtles, as when he ſays, I preſs 

=_  toward'the Mark for the Prize of the high Golling of 
1 | God in Chriſt Jeſus. In like Manner Chriſt is ſet be- 
mM ore us, eternal Life. is held forth and promiſed to all 
that will embrace it. We muſt ftrive to win Chriſt, 
and be found in him. But more probably, 


lens is an Alluſion to the Cities of Refuge, appoint- 
ed among the Jews, to which the Man-ſlayer might 
0 flee from the Avenger of Blood. Theſe Cities were 
: ' ſcattered through the Land of Canaan, and were de- 
8 ſigned for Places of Refuge and Safety to the Hraelites. 
+ So, in Allufion to theſe, Jeſus Chriſt is ſet before guil- 
| and undone Sinners, as a Rufuge from 5 Storm of 
God's Wrath, as a Security againſt that Deſtruction 
which is the juſt Puniſhment ot Sin. He is a ftrong, 
| Hold, fer the Priſoners of Hope to turn unto. He is 
. mighty. to ſave—able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that 
come unto God by him, He is the Lord our Righte- | 
_ ouſneſs, the Lord that juſtifyeth, in him there is Sancti- 5 
| fication, in him there 1 that cometh to him 
| ſhall never Hunger, and he that believeth on him ſhall 1 
never thirſt—be that believeth on the Son, hath ever- 


' Tris Hope is ft Before us in the Goſpel of Chriſt, - 
| It is propoſed, offered, given, granted and held forth 
C in the Goſpel of Peace; and is ſet before Sinners as 
fuch. The Father of Mexcies pitys loſt, guilty, miſer- 
- able Sinners : Therefore he hath provided N ; 


25 for them in Chriſt, and makes a moſt free Grant of all 
the Priviledges of Redemption to all Sinners, not on 
Account of any Worthineſs, or good Works, or gra- 
cious Qualifications he ſees, or expects to find in (home 55 


* 
Ou OP n — 


BE Hege ſet before all. . 13 | 


but of bis own. tender Love. The "WE which is 
in Chriſt Jeſus, with eternal Glory, is freely to be ap- 
prehended, applied and enjoyed, equally, by every Sin- 

er. Whoſoever will let him take of the Water of 
Life freely Come buy Wine and Milk, without 
Money and without Price, is the Language of free 
Grace. Our Saviour came to call, not the Righteous, 
but Sinners to Repentance. He ep not that 
Sinners ſnould work up any gracious Qualifications in 
their own. Hearts, to recommend them to his Mercy, 
but he calls them to come and receive all of his own 
| Grace, With him, there is Sight for the blind, Health 

for the diſeaſed, Pardon for the guilty, Holineſs for the 
unholy, and Life, eternal Life, in Glory, for the dead; 
Becauſe we. are hopeleſs, this Hope is ſet before us; 
becauſe we ate empty, we are called to receive of his 
F ulneſs, and Grace for Grace; becauſe we are En 
mies, God is reconciling us to bimſelf, by the Death 
of his Son ; becauſe we are dead, he calls us to Life in 
Chriſt, In a Word, as Jeſus Chrift, and in him all 
that is neceſſary to eternal Life, are freely ſet befo 
us, ſo they are ſet before all. God is no reſpeCter, « 

- Perſons, he hath no Delight in the Death of any Sin- 
ner; but that he repent and Jive. The Promiſe of 
zod holdeth forth Pardon to the thief of Sinners, 
opens the City of Refuge to all without DiſtinQion, it 
' exhibits a Reſurrection to Life unto al dying Men and 
Women: No Man is hindered or prevented from lay+ 

ing hold on the Hope of the Goſpel, That which is 
the Hope of one Sinner, is equally the Hope of ollz; 
for the Promiſe is to us and to our Children, and to el! 
that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God 
ſhall call. A Life of Joy in the Preſence of God, a 
glorious Reſurrection —＋ the Power of Death, to. 
reign in Life by Jeſps Chriſt, is the Hope, which is | 
this cr ſet before one of you, Oh how cgarly 
ſhould you 17 ee Ge . We 5 


© 


1 . 
1 The Sinner flying for Refuge, 
II. WIE now proceed to conſider, what may be im · 
pilied, in fing for Refuge to lay hold on the Hope ſet be- 
fore us. You eaſily perceive what it was for an Iſrael- 
ite to flee from the Avenger of Blood, to the City of 
Refuge: It implied an Apprehenſion of his own Dan- 
ger, a Fear leſt the Avenger of Blood ſhould overtake 
ind deſtroy him. It implied a Perſwaſion that there 
ee in the City of Refuge, and an immediate 
Flight to take Sanctuary in the only Defence. Ana- 
logous, and in many Inſtances, ſimilar to this, is our 
lying for Refuge to lay hold on Chriſt and eternal Life. 
t is, in ſhort, the ſame as receiving Chriſt, as buying 
without Money and without Price, Particularly, . _ 


© "Tars fleeing for Refuge to lay hold on the Hope kt . 
before 9 | x4 Fin Apprehenſion of 1 | 
Juilt and Miſery without this Hope, When the Man- 
layer fled to the City of Refuge, be mult be ſuppoſed 
o have a lively Senſe of his dangerous Condition; fo, 
e e for Refuge to Chtiſt, he is con- 


yinced. that he is a guilty, wretched, miſerable Crea- 
ture; that he needs a\Refu e from the avenging Hand 
pr juice. He feels himſelf a Sinner, and liable to 
cyerlaſting Death, according to the Law of a righteou 
udge. tis only Recourſe is in the Mercy of the Re- 
eemer. He is excited by the View of his on dying, 
miſerable State in himſelf, to ſeek Righteouſneſs and 
Lite in Jeſus Chriſt, Becauſe he finds no Hope in. 
imfelf, he lays hold on the Arm of Mercy ſtretched 
rth to ſave; pricked.to the Heart, he crys out, Lord, 
that ca f % . ene ee 
© Tyrs hing for Refuge to Chrift, as the Hope ſet be- 
fore Sinne ts, luppoſes at utter Defpair of Salvation out 
of Chriſt, "The Man- flayer was convinced there wass 
lo Safety but in the City of Reſuge; be renounced 
© every other Hope, and fled ſwiftly to this laſt and only* - + 
Recourſe of Safety. Juſt ſo the awakened Soul re- | || 


« 


v5.4 


8 


\ 


. 


to him for Safety. The, Sinner ou to Chriſt, and 
If to him, becauſe he 
is convinced there is Hope in ſo doing. He ſets to bis 


do lay hold on the Hope ſet be fore us. 15 


nounces every other Hope, accounting all Things a, 
Loſs, for the Excellency of the Knowledge of Chri 


Jeſus. He feels that Life is not to be obtained by his 
own Hand. Such a View hath he of the Strictneſs of 
the divine Law, that he no longer expects to obtain the 
Juſtification of Life, from any Works of Righteouſneſs | 


which he hath done or can do. He hath ſuch a View. 


of the Vileneſs and Depravity of Nature, that he de- 
ſpairs of Holineſs, but from the Spirit and Doctrines of 
the Goſpel. .. He knows, that in a dying Hour, Salba- 


tion is in vain hoped for from the Hills and the Mul- 
titude of Mountains: That every Hope will fail, ex- 
cept the Hope of the Goſpel, He ſees no Diſcoveries 


of Immortality, no Proſpect of rifing from 'the Graye, 


but through the Goſpel of Chriſt, and the Reſurrection 
of Jeſus from the Dead. He gives up every other Hape, 
ſenſible that he hath deſtroyed himſelf, but that in Chriſt 
alone is his Help found. He pleads no Works nor 
Qualifications in himſelf; but betakes himſelf to the per- 
fect Righteouſneſs, the ſanctifying Spirit, and quicken- 


ing Power of Jeſus Chriſt, His Language is, none but 


Chriſt, none but Chriſt. He is all and in all. 


Tuts ring for Refuge to lay hold on the Hope ſet be- 
uppoſes a Perſwaſion that there is Safety and 


fore us, 
Salvation in Jeſus Chriſt, When the Man-ſlayer fled. 


to the City of Safety, altho' he deſpaired of Security 
any where elſe, yet he was aſſured he ſhould find it in 


the City of Refuge, It was this Perſwaſion that quick- 
2 his Steps, and urged him, as it were, to fly to the 

0 
of Li 


fe in Chriſt, that leads the awakened Soul to fly 
truſts in him, and gives up himſe 


Seal that God is true. He believes, with theHeart, the 


Record that God hath given of his Son. He receives 
ane 


t 


2 1 


e ſet before bim. Juſt ſo, it is the firm Perſwaſion 
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186 © The Sinner flying for Refuge, 


that Jeſus Chriſt came into the World to ſave Sinners, 
He believes his divine Authority, from the Father 
infinite Power—his Willingneſs to fave—his Ability to 
give eternif Life to all that believe on him that we 
- Have Redemption through his Blood, eyen the Forgiv- 
— neſs of Sins, according to the Riches of his Grace. | In 
= Mhorr, he hath a hearty Perſwafion of the Truth of 
whatever 1s reveated concerning Chriſt, in the Goſpel— 
of the Glory of his Perſon—the' Riches of his Love 
 , the Importance of his Offices, and the ineſtimable Va- 

'F lue of all his Benefits. He ſees Reft, Safety, Happi- 
neſs in Chriſt, when all other Hopes fail; when this 
World fails, when Fleſh and Heart fail, and the Body 

ſinks in the Grave. Such a Faith in Chriſt, as the 
Hope of Sinners, draws the awakened Soul home. to 
him, and gives nim Joy and Comfort in committing his 
immortal Intereſts'unto him, and in giving up himſelf to 
be his Diſciple, unto Death. It was this Faith in the ' 
Son of God, which made the Diſciples of Jeſus willing 
: to forfake all and follow him, believing that he was able 
„ and willing to recompence, to them, the Loſs of Life, 
and of all temporal Conveniences, when he fhould ap- 
pear in his Kingdom and Glory. Laſtly .. _ -- 


b Tits laying hold on the Hope fet before us, is an 
+3 | Actual Cloling with Chriſt, and receiving him as our 
131 5 FN Lord and Happinefs. From the View the Sinner hath 
| of the Excellency of Chriſt, and the Importance of his 
% * Bieffings, he is made willing to abandon every thin 
which is inconſiſtent with an Intereſt in him. Ha. 
Heart is really divorced from allWays of Sin. He gives 
KKAVyp all Self-dependence, and committeth himſelf to his 
Saviour. In Hope of eternal Happineſs, he heartily 
takes the Yoke of Chriſt upon him, ſubmitting himſelf 
N to the Laws and Government of his Saviour, ſincerely 
rxreſolving that he will follow and obey him unto Death. 
_ Fhis Dedication is ſincere, and py away repeated; 
in the habitual Temper of his Soul, he ti lens. | 
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.- A-ftrohg Conſolation: * 17 


ne is ſupported by Faith; and liyes ſoberly,.righteouſly  - 

und godly ; looking for the bleſſed Hope, and the glo- 
rious appearing of the great God, and our Saviour Jeſus 

Chriſt: Yea; when he finds himſelf departing out of - 
this Life into Eternity, it is bis greateſt Joy, to be able 
to adopt the Apoſtolic Language 3 for I know whom, 
I have believed, and I am, perſwaded that he is able to 
ou that which I have committed to him againſt that, 

ay.” ENT tee nnn ow £44. | 


T uis is a general Deſcription of the habitual Tem- 
per of 4 Sinner, on whoſe Heart the Truths of the 
Goſpel are ſet home with Power: Theſe are the Sen- 
timents of Perſons ſavingly illuminated by the Spirit of 
| God. Real Chriſtians, who believe with the Heart, 
| ' eannot:be Strangers to the Feats and Hopes of Sinners 
coming out of Darkneſs into marvellous Light, and 
carneltly laying hold on the Hope ſet before them. - 
w. Trn#; who have flad for Refuge. toi lay bold. on 
the Hope ſet before them, have. fron Confalation, i. e. 
they have Reaſon for abundant Peace and Joy, as be- 
ing in a ſafe and happy Condition. Their Sins are 
waſhed away in the Blood of the Lamb, and bleſſed 1s 
the Man whoſe Tranſgreſſion is forgiven, whoſe Sin is 
covered; and to whom the Lord will not impute Ini- 
3 The great God is at Peace with them, their 
ſure, and everlaſting Friend: His Face Hines noun 
them, yea, he will give them Grace and Gorge, 1 
no good Thing will he withold from them. They, 
who have laid hold on Chriſt, and thereby ſecured eter- 
pal Life, have,.indeed, the Foundation of a Peace and 
-onfolation, which paſſeth all Underſtanding—a Conſo- 
lation founded on the moſt. certain Promiſes, on the 
Word and Covenant of God, who cannot 'lie. They 
hope, ag on doubtful Hints, and .uncertain Tales, but 
on the cleareft Promiſes ; the moſt expreſs Aſſurances / 
from God throtgh crit Such a ftrong Wr {a 
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Is Hope an Anchor of the Soul. 


have all, that have anlnteieſt in Chriſt, that, would they = 


realize their ſafe and happy State; would they apply 
to themſelves the Priviledges of their Adoption, th 


muſt always rejoyce in Chriſt Jeſus ; they would exult_ 


and glory in their happy Condition; they would, with 
an equal Mind; enjoy the Conveniencies and ſuſtain 
the Inconveniences of Time, meet what is pleaſing and 
diſpleaſing. in this mortal State. The frongConſelation, 
which belongs to thoſe, who are ſecured in the City of 
Refuge, is enough to animate them to perform the 


nobleſt Acts of Obedience; yea, to endure the ſevereſt 


Tryals of this Liſe: What cannot the Chriſtian bear 
and endure, who is kindly aflured, that neither Life 


nor Death ſhall be able to ſeperate him from the Love of 
God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus. A great Part of Man- 


kind derive their principal Joy and Conſolation, from 
the Hopes and Enjoyments of this ' mutable tranſitory 
World; but this is but fender Comfort, liable to be 
broken by Trouble, overwhelmed when God's Waves 


and. Billows paſs over them. Sickneſs, Pain, Poverty, 


Bereabements, and eſpecially the feeling Senſe of 2 


Yi 
roaching Death, are the Ruin of all Men's worldly | 


mforts ; then the Streams of their Conſolation dry 
bp. But the chriſtian Conſolation is a River, a mighty 
and perpetnal River, the Streams whereof make glad 


the City of our God a River, which cannot be dryed 


up, by any temporal Fears or Miſeries; not by Death 


itſelf, that dreadful Enemy to all earthly Joys: Before 


whom all the Streams of terreſtrial Comfort are inſtantly 
dryed up. Oh ſtrong Conſolation ! This brings us 
V. Tus excellent Character given of this Hope and 


Conſolation, thus expreſſed by the Apoſtle, which Hope 


iue have, as an Anchor of the Soul, both ſure and fledfaſt. . 


1 Tur Word Hape is here ſupplyed, to make the Sexe Hb 
more clear: But ſome, inſtead of Hope, ſupply Conſola- 
WY nan, referring to the '/Fong Conſolation they have, who | 


have 


— 


Hope an Anchor of the Soul. 1g 


" || © Have fled for Refuge to lay hold on the Hape ſet before. 
them. And thus the Meaning is, that this rng Con- 
_ ſeation is an Anchor to the Soul. The Peace Gad, 
vrhich flows intq the Heart, from the Aſſurance of eter- 
nal Life, keeps * Chriſtian's Mind, preſerves his Heart 
from Fear, and gives him Stability of Soul, amidſt the 
Storms and Tempeſts of this raging Sea, through which 
lies our Path to the Haven of eternal Reſt, like as an 
Anchor holds the Ship ſtedfaſt and ſecure, amidſt the. . © 
toſſing Waves of the troubled Ocean. Or.. 


If we ſupply, the Word Hope, the Senſe is nearly the 
ſiame; this Hope we have as an Anchor of the Soul. 
» You know the Uſe of an Anchor, in the Ship, is to 
hold and ſecure it, from being toſſed and driven upon 
the Rocks ang Sands. An Anchor is ſure and ſtedfaſt, 
when it is frong and cannot be broken, when it is caſt 
on gagd Ground, and holds the Ship, that it cannot be 
moved by Storms, and is hereby ſecured. from being , 
daſhed upon the Rocks and Sands. Even ſo the Hope © 
of eternal Life, the Tru/t of the Soul in the Promiſes f 
God, doth eftabliſh the Mind, rendering it ſtedfaſt and 
unmovable, in all the Storms of Affliction and Temp- 
tation. It is a gd Hope, which makes Chriſtians | 5 
courageous and valiant in the Path of Duty, and that 
ſupports and feeds their Hearts in Sorrows and Tribu- 
lations. This blejed Hope is what makes us always re- 
joyce in Chriſt, elevates the Soul to a divine Greatneſs, 
purifies the Heart even as God is pure, plucks out the; 
Stings of Death, and enables Men to triumph in the 
dying Hour. The Pſalmiſt doth beautifully deſcribe 
. the Steadineſs and Felicity of the good Man, whoſe 
RX Hope is-in God, Plal. 125, I, 2. They that truft in the 
5 Lord ſball be as Mount Zion, which cannat be moved, bug... 
abideth for euer As. the Mountains are about Jeruſalem, 
fo the Lord i round about. his People, from henceforth event 


_—_— 


Es Be far ever. What other Hope is there, that will not fail 
and diſappoint us ? Can any earthly Expectations givg/ 
= 9 > | S 2 — N us. , 


* — . 0 * ” 


had he Hope only in this Life, he would ſtill need ſomes... | 
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20 Hope an Anchor of the Soul. | 
- us laſting Stability ? What is there here, that will not * 


be ſure to fail and diſappoint us, if we repoſe our Con- 
fidence therein? Is it poffible the Man, who feels not 
Hope of the Goſpel, ſhould not be ſhaken and diſcom- 
poſed by the Calumnies of the World, and by the va- 
rious Afflictions which await every Man, bers 10 Trau- 


_ © ble—born to die? Where is the Heart, that does not 
_ tremble at the ſerious Thought of Death, while. deſti- 


tute of the animating Hope of the Goſpel ? Hardned, 
indeed, muſt be the hopeleſs Wretch, who does not 


ſhudder, when he feels himſelf on the Verge of Eter- 


nity, plunging into a boundleſs Ocean, from which he 
can never ariſe But here it is, that the heavenly Hope 
diſplays it's infinite Worth and Importance. Feeding 
on the bleſſed Hope, the Chriſtian outrides the Tempeſts 
of this World; and while his Heart is fixed, truſting / 
in God, he chearfully looks the laſt Enemy in the 
Face, and Joyfully ſpreads his Sails for the Haven of 

eternal Bleſſedneſs | HTO 0 Lana 


Ay truly, if we conſider the Nature of this Hope, 
the exceeding great and glorious Things this Hope is 
fixed upon, the precious Promiſes, with the Truth and 
Goodneſs of Him who promiſed, we cannot imagine 
any thing, in Nature, ſhould ſo ſteady and comfort the 
Soul, and give it a Peace that the World knows not 


+ * * 
* 


of. — Peace, did I ſay, what Peace, what home Joys 
muſt a Man fee}, in the View of his Intereſt in Chriſt, 


. of the Love of God, in the lively Hope of 
ife with Chriſt, in his heavenly Kingdom ! What 
Confolation muſt low into that Soul, who can reſt in 
God, as his Covenant God and Father, who can ftay 


on his Promiſes, reſign up himſelf to his wiſe Diſpoſal, 
and live looking for the bleſſed Hope, and the glorious ap- 


pearing of the great God, and our Savibur Jeſus Chri/l 41 
Wenz the End of the Believer's Faith in this Word 


thing 


/ 2 / 


*% 4% * 


None altogether without Hape. * 


8 . to ſteady and comfort him: But here is the Ex- 
a vor. Fa of the Chriftian's Hope, it centers on Heaven, 5 
it is the lively Hope of an Inheritance incorruptible, un- 
'  defiled, and y fadeth pot away, reſerved in Heaven fog 
him. The good Man riſes, and faſtens in the Skies | 
he lays hold on a Kingdom which cannot be maurd. A 
an Anchor faſtned on a good: Bottom, ſo the Believers 
Hope entereth inta that tvithin the Vail, twhither the Fores 
runner is entered for us. Were it any earthly ſenſitive 
ood that he looked for, were it the whole World | 
e actual! Lap and enjoyed, it would leave him 
empty of Joy, and deſtitute of ſalid Satisfaction. It is 
Life with C riſt, it is a Treaſure laid up in Heaven, 
on which the Anchor of Hope is caft ; and what Com- 
fort, what Steadineſs, what Patience in Tribulation * 
| what Foy unſpeakable and full of Glory, doth not from - 
hence ſwell and refreſh the Chriſtian's Heart! Would 
you ſee the noble Effects of this Hope, read. the Lives 
of the "inſpired Apoſtles, and primitive Chriſtiant, thoſe 
Examples of Faith, thoſe living Temples of the Holy 
Ghoſt; who, amidſt the bittereſt Sufferings, were ex- 
of — full of Joy; giving Thanks to God, who als 
ye cauſed Lame to triumph! in Chriſt. 


Wr ſhall now ling home to our Toots what bath 
been faid, in ſome ſerious - - 


REFLECTIONS. . 


4. W Sina from the preceedingDiſcourſe, that * 
Man, under the Goſpel, is altogether en 
Hope towards God. f 


Dorn God in the Goſpel ſet Chriſt and eternal Life Np 
before Mankind? Doth he propoſe his Covenant as a 
City of Refuge to flee unto ? Then no Sinner ought | 

to look on himſelf, as in a deſperate and hopeleſs Cons 

dion Can a ſick Man, who hath a Phyfet Be} 
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Wrath, from all the 


22 wa Hope freely ſet before all. 


to cure him, at Hand, be ſaid to be in a bopeleſs State? 
No more are Sinners, under the Goſpel, without Hope. 
Oh Sinner, thou haſt a Phyſician provided to heal thy 
Diſeaſes—a Saviour a Refuge —a ſtrong Hold for De- 
fence; and the Language of divine Love to thee is, 
turn thou to the ſtrong Hold thou Priſoner of Hope. 
There is Nothing, that is neceſſary to thy eternal Sal- 
vation, but is freely held out to thine Acceptance in 
the Covenant of. Peace. Here God brings near his 
Righteouſneſs to ſave—his Spirit to ſanctify and com- 
fort thy Soul—a City of Refuge from the Storms. of 
| Troubles of Time, from the Power- 
of Death, and the Dominion of the Grave. The richeſt 
Grace, the moſt glorious Priviledges are freely given, 
granted and bro't home to the moſt miſerable, wretch- 
ed, unthankful Creatures: They are all freely to be 
taken, and fully to be enjoyed by thee, Come take of 
the Waters of Life freely. Think not thy ſelf with- 
out Hope; lay hold on the divine Promiſe; lay hold 
on Chriſt; chuſe Chriſt and Heaven, and they will be 
thine for ever: Not the greateſt Sinner hath the leaſt 
Reaſon for Deſpair. A bleſſed Hope is, this Day, ſet 
before you, lay hold on this Hope, and live for ever. 
Deſpair is only the proper Condition of damned Spirits, 
and if ever thou doſt fall into that dreadful State, it will 
be through thy own Stupidity. and Unbelief ; becauſe 
thou doſt unadviſedly reject the bleſſed Hope, and wan- 
tonly deſpiſe the Life of thy Soul, and the Priviledges 
of adopting Love, But remember this Day of Grace, 
and Seaſon of Hope, will not laſt long. There is yet 
Hope in Iſrael concerning thee ; but what is the Hope of 
theSinner, whenGod taketh away hisSoul ?—Canſtthou 
tell how long thy Day of Grace will laſt, or how _ | 
Feet ſhall ſtumble on the dark Mountains ? If thou doſt 
continue to reject this bleſſed Hope a little longer, De- 
| ſpair, eternal. Darkneſs and tormenting Deſpair,” will 
ſeize thy Soul: Death will place thy Soul where Hope 
aud Joy never cotne,—where there is'weeping and. ua 


ot 


8 \ 


| None altogether hopeleſs. 23 | 


jay, and graſhing of Teeth. Kno thou, id this thy 
Day, the Things of thy Peace, before they are hidden 
from thine Eyes.—— e 


Hurry is thy State, compared with that of the Hea- 
then Nations, that are without Hope, and without God 
in the World. They are left without the comiſortable 
Aſſurance of pardoning Mercy; they have no reaſon- 
able Hope of Life and Felicity after Death: — See them 
perplexed with Doubt e eee in the Affairs 
of their eternal Salvation; deſtitute of any ſolid Con- 
ſolation, to ſteady and refreſh. them, under the innu- 
merable Anxieties of this Life: See them at laſt falling 
a Prey to the King of Terrors. — Ho deplorable is 
their Caſe, compared with thine, to whom Chriſt hath 
bro't Life and Immortality in the Goſpel, before whom 
he doth ſet everlaſting Contelation; and good Hope 
through Grace? But, eſpecially, compare thy Condi- 
tion with that of a damned Sinner, whoſe Day of Grace 
is run out, whom Death hath already fixed in eternal 
Deſpair. Oh dreadful, indeed, is the State of a Soul 
who once had Chriſt and Heaven ſet before him, but is 
now cut down, and ſealed up, in the Priſon of Dark- 
40 neſs, bound in Everlaſting Chains of Darkneſs to the 
Judgment of the great Day Dreadful muſt be the 
State of the Sinner; wio hath no Hope of Pardon, no 
Proſpect of ever obtaining the Love of God, no Poſſi- 
bility of Reſt or Happineſs through a ſad and miſerable 
Eternity! What a Mercy would a damned Sinner ac- 
count one Hour of Hope ! What Joy would the moſt diſt- 
ant Proſpect of returning to this Life, and the State thou 
art, this Day, in, inſpire into their deſpairing Minds! 
But, alaſs ! Hope never comes to the Damned; not a 
155 Beam of Light or Joy ever enters thoſe dart and _ 
I Abodes. When thou doſt think on the hopeleſs Con- 
155 dition of the Damned, who once lived in this World, 
and had the ſam? Life and Happineſs ſet before them, 
in Chrift, that thou haſt, canſt thou but bleſs 3 ' 
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7 24 d 0 1 Self. Examination. M 


. of 2 cps po SSL with His ſove- 
reign and ſparing Mercy: —Canſt thou help rejoicing 
in 5 Mercy of God, hed out to ſave. — LY 
thou be ſufficiently affected with this Truth, there. is 
Hope in Ilrael concerhing thee ? Is not this the '4c- 
tepted Time, is not this the Day of thy Salvatiofi ? 18. 

it not thy Wiſdom not tò lay hold on the Hope of 
Metey—thit Day, and not To-morrow !? For thoth - 
knoweſt not what a Day may bring forth. May the 

SGoodneſs of God lead thide to Repentance, and his 
Long- ſuffering prove galvation to the. 


— 


Sun, nnn nent been, Of ene 
II. Let us ſeriouſly examine whether we have 
indeed fed for Refuge ie lay hold on the Hope ſet 


* © , 
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ſi N en gien eee 
2 FE Hope of Salvation hath, all our Days been ſet 
before us. Chriſt, able and ready to fave, bath been 
preached. in our Streets. Life, everlaſting Life, with 
| ali that is neceſſary to prepare us therefor, hath been 
freely. offered, and kindly. tendeted to us; but what! 
bath been our Behaviour —Haſt thou, my Hearer, 
laid hold on Chriſt; and embraced the Mercy of thy 
heavenly Father !—Haſt thou had an affecting View of 
thy miſerable Condition, without an Intereſt in Chriſt? 
Art thou convinced that there is no Hope beſides Him, 
but will fail thee? Haſt thou renounced all carnal and 
worldly Expectations, as the Joy of thy Heart? Haſt 
thou fled to Chriſt, and put thy Truſt in Him, ſor all 
the Happineſs thou art created capable of enjoying? 
Is the Hope of Glory- the Source of thy Joys, and the 
animating Principle of Purity and good Works ?—Haſt; - 
thou received and cloſed with thy Saviour, as He is re- 
vealed to thee, in the Goſpel of Peace, as thy great 
Prophet and Saviour, Lord and Sovereign {—W hat. < 
Readon haſt thou to helieve, that thou haſt atv Intereſt, _ 
in Chriſt . are able to ſay, I En 


0 rounds, 


e 


22 


\ ö — 


* 4 * 
6 > 22 
5 n " 
” * . a wet = as * 
; 4 5 Gi \ 5 1 * « r \ 15 b \ * Ys 
x " wann K a h — 2 \ < 


+11. ./ Confolarion- or Reljevers. 1 07 


Fraue Chriſt is aer 0 Life is mine? What (Re 
ſon haſt thou to hope that you ſhall be found in Chri 
in that Day, when he ſhall make up his Jewels — | 
Think ſcrioully on this Matter, prove thy own State, 
accompliſh a diligent Sexreh. What ſhouleſt thou be 
anxious to know, as whether thou art in Cheift ! bs 
it poſſihle you ſhoyld b  ugconicertied, in ſuch a' Point 
zs this! What! not know whether thou haft à part 
n Chtiſt, or not Not ſure you ſhall live to ſee the 
51g ght of another Day; ; be ignorant, but, 8 
Nh thy Soul may be re I of thee, and utter- 1 
ncertain „ thy Jou will be in Heaven of. 
* | 10 ell before To- Morrow Morning On dread 
Vacertainty Couldſt thou reſt a Moment, wert th 


in as great e 0 about thy ng Gn Intereſt, as 4 þ 
| thou vo reſpe . e ae Runde of 25 f 9 5 
| immortal Soul? 10055 3 
iI. Tur SubjeR . « frog Oman for „ 
i | 8 real Chtiſtians. K 5 Jr * | : 5 1 


nahere obliges me to 0 abe of you hae r iN 
been 22 to the Heart, with the Senſe of 
have ſeriouſly made it your Enquiry, what ſhall 7 Py - 
be ſaved ? You, have bad a ſaving ie of the Excel- 
aer of the Redeemer ; and renouncing every other 
Hope, you have laid hold on Him, committin your 
ſelves to him in well-doing.— Vou habe, I mul foo. 
how deluſive all ſublunary Expectations are, roy 
he Evil to come, and laid hold o on the bleſſed Hope, as 


8 wk of you * and are, in Virtue of this * 

5 alted Hope, purifying your ſelves, as God is pure. x 

F Wife and happy Choice you have made !=In Chri 

i you have all that Heart can deſire.— All „„ 
V? Woll whether 1 or Apollos, or Cephas, or tbhbß 
| World, or 115 eath, or Things oy Ons or Things © 
„doc come; aurs, and ye are Chriſt's, and CM] mixt 
„ | * God's, The Boo of 8 wi Tn the cleanen I — 
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 \ thee to Glory. 


26 The dangerous Condition of Unbelievers, | 


thee from all thy paſt Sins. His Spirit will dwell in 


\  - thy Soul, as 2 Well of Water ſpringing up into evers 
- laſting Life. His Love is thy Happineſs, his Provi- 


dence thy Guard, and his Paths .are all Mercy and 
Truth; concerning thee. —Of what art thou oy 
Doſt thou fear the Events of Time ? Thou ſhalt dwel 
in the ſecret Place of the Moſt High, thou ſhalt abide 
under the Shadow of the Almighty,—He is thy Refuge, 
thy Fortreſs, thy God in whom thou thayſt truſt. He 
will guide thee by his Counſel, ahd afterward receive 
the Oh Chriſtian, what canſt thou fear ?— 
The Storms and Tempeſts of T ime cannot hurt thee, 
Tribulation and Anguiſh cannot ſeperate thee from the 


| Love of God. OF whom art thou afraid.? Art thou 


afraid to die? Doſt thoii ſhudder at the Tho't ? Art 


- thou, through Fear of Death, all thy Life- time ſubjcct 
to Bondage ? Doth the diſmal Apprehenſion lie down. © 


pode up;mith-thes, and interrupt all thy Enjoyments ? \ 
ut, why ſo afraid to die? Look up, and ſee thy 
Saviour, preparing thoſe bliſsful Manſions, whete thou 
art to.dwell with him; in Light and Joy. Can the 

zrave, which ſhall conſume, ; can the Worms, which 
will devour thy Fleſh, prevent thy Reſurrection with a 


_ glorious Body, to Joys, that never fade away? Who 


are the happy Men ? Are they rich Men, and great 
Men, are they Kings, Princes, and the Nobles of the. 
Earth ?—Are theſe happy Men ? No.— They, as 1 


| pre [wretched and miſerable, compared with the poore | 
| Beggar, who. has, fled for Refuge, to Jay hold; on the 


Hope ſet before him. Rejoice in the Lord, ye Righte- 
ous, and give Thanks at the Remembrance of his 
Mercy. Live a Life of Joy; animate your Minds 
with a ſtedfaſt looking for the Mercy of our Lord Jeſus 


Eh, unto eternal Life. Would you live by Faith, 


and realize your happy State, this Life, mixed, as it is, 
with Sorrow and Sighing, would. become a pleaſant 
Afe.. How might you rejoyce in Hope ? What a if 


vi Joy and Conſolation might you live? This might _ 


well 
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be a little Heaven upon Earth, — in WED! a 

and waiting for his Salvation. Sorrow and Sigh-" 
ing may come, Death will come; but this will eat 
thee to a State of nearer TCommunion with God, where 


al} Tears ſhall be wiped from thine Eyes; Hr Sole 


25 
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. IV, We cannot but reſet | on the very age 


Condition of thoſe, who have not fled for —— . 


. to lay hol on the Hope ſet before them. WO 


* 1* one Vien de have eee none os with= 
out Hope, inaſmuch as the Goſpel ſets before them a 


Refuge from the Storm of God's Anger, and preaches 
Pardon and Peace with Heaven; but yet all who are 


cut of Chriſt, are in a very dangerous and uncomfor- 


* 


table Condition, in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and in the 
Bend of Iniguity. I do not ſay their Condition is def- 


Tate, but it is exceeding hazardous: In their preſent. 
emper, Gr have no rational Hope, that they have 


800 fart in Chrift, or can e ho the l of 


iS . 


= me CID, 2 little on this bunks: 3 kim there 


none of you, Old or Young, Male or Female, Who 
have no reafenable Hope of an 1 4 in Chriſt, who 


| have upon you the manifeſt Marks and Tokens of 


Perdition ? Are there none who live in thoſe Immora- 
hties, which are quite inconſiſtent with the Hope of 
Heaven ? If thou wilt be perſwaded to ſit down and 
think, what is the real Temper of thoſe that areChriſt's, 


N would ft thou not be obliged to give up! on n 2. 
an Intereſt i in bim -: 0 1 0 


4 


NS the ſtrong Confolation which ben of chow. 


| who have fled to Chritt; does at once illuſtrate the ex- 


ceeding Danger of thoſe who are yet without Chriſt, 
and without Hope towards God.— The Man- ſlayern 
hor EN to 5 
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of No Safety but of Cb. 


| ger of Bleu, befors he entried the ic of Refuge 3 jul 
ſo, until thou haſt an Intereſt in, Chriſt, thou art every 


Thou ſtandeſt, every Day, in .a. Sippery, Place ; liable 
8 be cut off by a thouſang Accidents, and a. thouſand 
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would you not be diſtreſſed Sos ous Wes f _ ou J 
rath te come anne 


Light? When thou cloſeſt.thy Eyes in Sleep 
| thou know but thou ſha}t,awake in Flames? 
When thou ariteſt in the Morning, art thou ſure to fee 
te ſetting Sun.? And yet, canſt thou be unconcerned 
in thy preſent State —Ganſt thou eat and drink, be 
merry and joyal, while thy eternal Welfare is in this 
moſt hazardous Scituation ? Surely Madneſs. is in thy 
Fcart, that thou canſt give Sleep to thine Eyes, or Slum» a 
der to thine Eyelids. Anxious, coneerned thou art a- 
| bout thy tempor al Intereſt, and yet quiteithoughtleſs — . 
: inattentive to thy eternal Salvation, which is of a; Milken | 
"Times greater — than the moſt intereſting 


thou, that thou ſhalt not be in Eternity before, the 
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Pircumſlances of Time, Oh Sihher, linge no longer 
| In Sodom, arife—ariſe, flee for thy Life, left Wrath 
Lome upon thee to the uttermoſt. 


Jiu before. 
e KL IF 634.5555 0 
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16 there Redemption tho: the Blood of Chrift, and 
mall not we, guilty Sinners, immediately embrace it ? 


Is there Hope of living for ever in the Glory of God, and 

ſhall we not ſpeedily lay hold an Tach à glarious Hope f 
5 Is there a Saviour, able to preſerve our Souls in theHowr 
| of Death, and to raiſe us from the Grave to a more glo- 


ricus Life, and ſhall we not fly to him ?—Had we bee 
Ii mouraing under the Fears of Death, and never heard of - 


| # Revderhption from it's Power ; and ſhould we hear of 


\ ne, able and realy to ſdye out Souls, to comfort them 


1 |; in a dying Hour, raiſe us to a hew Life, and take us 
$5 ; - dwell with Angels; would not ſuch a Hope rejoyce dux 


Is à Saviour able and ready th do this, and à thouftind 


Times more than we can aſk or think. Shall we-not 
fy to Him ? Wilt thou not immediately caſt thy ſelf 26 


à poor guilty dying Sinner, into his Atms# Wilt chou 
not ſecure an Intereſt in him, though at the Exyenice of 
a2 World ?—ls not that Man's Condition happy in 


- who hath ſecured his Sou! in the City of Refuge fk | 
Who hath, the Robe of Chriſt to cover him Peact f 


God to comfort him: Is not that Man tranfeen 


happy, who is aſſured of the ſpetial Love of Gos to bis 


Soul—who hath no Reafon to fear Diſeaſe or Death in 


any Form, or at any Moment—who knows, that tho he 

© Ties he ſhall reign with Chriſt- tor erer? Is not this a 

Tweet and bleſſed State? Why, this will be thy happy 
Condition, unleſs thou reject the Hope ſet before thee. 


\ 


Don't you long to have, your Souls, your preciaus Soul 
VVV 


v. Lat ws Al ly for Regs o in Dl on he Hs 


Hearts? Should we not thankfully lay hold of it ? Should 8 
we not rejoice in it, as the Conſolation of our whole Life? 
© _ Rehvid ! Chriſt is to us accofding to our Wh. There 


* 


34 Sinners urged to \ 8y.co Chek, 1 I 


ſecyred ? Don't you hunger and thirſt for the bil 
$£ of God's Jens Children? Don't 'with for the 
eace of God to keep your Minds ? FT hold on this 
Hope, then the Peace of God, the Joy of bis Salvation 
- bs thine. for ever; If Chriſt is thine, all is thine. 1 
make no doubt thou art ſometimes concerned about thy 
ſelf; thou doſt feel uneaſy at the Thought of th Pea ; 
thou art afraid to mret the King of Terrors in the dark 
V alley of the Shadow Death; thou art terrified when 
1 Life is threatned ; the Grave, in a tho ttul Hour, 
| Nikes a Damp an all thy Joys ; the amazing Eternity, 
Which opens it's Boſom to receiye thee, aſtoniſhes thy 
Saul, in a ſerious Moment, and will much more * 
hen thou feeleſt thy ſelf on it's awful Verge. Oh 
ve uꝑ thy ſelf to thy Saviour, ſecure an Intereft in his 
12 and then you need not fear. A divine Hope | 
Will fill thy Soul with Comfort, calm thy. Spirit, and 5 
give thee a Steadineſs of Mind, that Tou n . 
Part wan for ten thouſand Worlds. — 


; Oh, my F athers, Your Day. is almaſt fied your 18 
Sun is juſt ſetting, you bave one Foot in the Grave, the 

Judge Randeth at the Door: Are not your Souls read 

to ſhudder, when you think how ſoon, your Bodies wil 
be rotten in the Grave—your Souls taken to the Worl 

of Spirits, and your State fixed, unalterabl fixed, for 
Etern ty: Fly — lay hold on the Hope ſet Er you; 
inſtantly give up your ſelves, Soul and Body, to the 
Saviour, make ſure of his Love. There is no Hope, 
no Conſolation for you, but in Him ; without an In- 

| tereſt in Chriſt, you will be miſerable in Death, and 
wretched for ever. Could I ſuppoſe an ny of you had 
lived to this Age, in an aſtoniſhing Forgetfulneſs of your 
Salvation, I would urge you to fly for your Life —fly 
inſtantly, leſt Death overtake thee, before thou art ſure 
of a Reſurrection to Life. What is all, the World to 

5 Jou, Aged Men, who have almoſt done with Life, =. 
Ae ' Repping out of Tes into Eternity dt cn „ 
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| Sinners urged to fly. to Chriſt, | 


. Can you, our dear Children, be ſafe too ſoon ? Can 
you too early take the Conſolations there are in Chriſt ? 


he World now looks glittering in your Eyes. You: 
think, gras, And of a long and merry Life; yo 
' quite overlook it's So 


rrows and Troubles ; but let me 
tell you, the Days of Dar neſs will be many. The World 


will deceive your enlarged Expectations. TheDay will 


ſarely, and may early arrive, when all your Hopes here 


will 5e cut off, as the Spider's Web. Certainly you muft 
die, you may die young, as Multitudes of your Age have 


done, and what will ftand you in Stead, but an Intereſt 
in Chriſt, and the good Hope of eternal Life? Don't 


you deſire to be in that happy State, that you may not 
be afrald to ſee Death Can you be Happy too ſoon ? 


Can you think of any thing 'of higher Conſequerice, 


than the Salvation of your Souls? With what Joy will 
ou live and die, if you have this Rejoycing in Chriſt? _ 
ly to Chriſt, caſt your ſelves in his Arms, give up *' 


your ſelves to love and obey him for ever. 


DeaTH—my Hearers—a dying, is a moſt ſerious | 
Hour, that awaits every Man in the World.. A dying 
Day will give you ned | 

and zew Feelings, that you never felt before. It is an 
Event, at which I know you ſhudder.— The dying 


"Thoughts, that you never had, 


Man trath Nothing to reſt upon, but the Rock of Ages. 
He is the only happy Man, who, when all earthly 


ExpeRations fail, feels his ſpiritual Hopes revive, who 

, knows in whom he hath believed. What ſhould you 
prize fo much, as thatz which will make you happy, 

, when every thing here, forſakes you ? 'And how long 


will it be er you die! Haw long before the awf 
Morning dawn? How long before thou die in Peace, 


or expire hopeleſs and miſerable ?—In the Hurrys and 
Pleaſures of this vain Life, you may, poſſibly, forget 
theſe more ſerious and important Scenes; but Death _ 
will bring thee to ſerious Reflections, and repreſent - 

them with an Importance; that is not to be W 
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K Ige 60 bald on this Dlefſed Hope, t | 
ol Eon, ation; Which LB. ouſands "sf pig 
ans have experience. + | 
oft Days «May de an Anchor 4% you 
: our Lord Feſus Chriſt bj elf, 
ar Faber, who. 4 n us, ever "og © 


1 5 ELLE 


4 ; md * 
4 OF EVI $4 1 


2» 


= * F 


5 


— 


EL 


p 2 


1 


— 


